Influence of fungicides on grape yeast content and its evolution in the fermentation.
The influence of six fungicides (famoxadone, fenhexamid, fluquinconazole, kresoxim-methyl, quinoxyfen, trifloxystrobin) on the yeast content in harvested grapes has been studied along with their effect on it during the wine-making process. Two treatments were carried out with authorized formulates at the manufacturer doses. The first was carried out under good agricultural practices, obeying the security times, and the second one under critical conditions, applied on the day of harvesting. The grapes were harvested two hours after the application. During the wine-making process, samples were taken at 1, 5, 12 and 20 days after the start. The levels observed in the control sample (1.9 log CFU/cm2) were similar to previous studies. The counts in all treated samples were higher than the control sample, without adverse effect of the pesticides on the yeast count even in the grapes treated on the day of harvest. As with the observations on grapes, no effect of the pesticides on the fermentation count was observed. All counts on the treated samples were higher than the control sample. The treatment on the day of harvest did not have any effect on the fermentation count, with superior results being obtained for all the pesticides.